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Hours
[,lon , Tues , Thurs and Fa

10 a.m -  5:30 p.m, Wed.10 a m. -  8 P-m.,
Sat- 10 - 1 p m., Closod Sun.

Children s Slory Hour: Thurs al3;30 P m.

To volunteer lor librafy projecls, pleaso call
(413) 458-5369.

Trustees select archltect for expanslon proJect
The lrustees ol the librarytake greatpleasure in announc-

ing that archilect Norman S Baier has been selecled lo
designthe expansion and renovat;on of lhe library. A parlner
in the lrrm of Gall iher and Baier of Simsbury, Conn., he was
the unanimous choice of the Design Selecl ion Commiltee
from amonO the 18 compeling f irms Mr. Baier brings lo our
llbrary nol only h s professional background in archileclure
bul a sDecial exoerl ise in l ibraries. A memberol lhe American
Library Association (LAMA), he has been lhe responsible
parlner In 11 library conslruclion and expansion proiects in
Connecticul, I\,4assachusells and New York. Three of these
projecls won design awards including those in Shrub Oak,
N.Y., Avon, Conn., and Stratford, Conn.

A graduate of l\,4iddlebury College, [rr. Baier received his
degree ;n archilecture from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
where he received academic honorc and was elected lo
Scarab, the honorary archilectural society. His inleresl i in
l ibraries began with hisl irst projecl and grew overlhe years

"Libraries,' he says '?re most often exquisile, delighdul
buildings. They may have become too small or fallen on ovil
daysthrough lackolfunds, bulwhentheywere buil t lheywere
theprdeof thecommunity. N/r. BaieraddsIhat"general lylhe
oeoole associaled wilh libraries are wonder{ul lo work with
because they?e very educaled and very participalory. They
don l iusi hire an architect and disappear."

His experl ise has made him a featured speakerat annual
conlerences ollhe Connecticut Library Associalion ontopics
such as"Library Desrgn Process, and " Expansion of Hisloric
Libraries. Last year, he spoke in Atlanta on "Libraries lorthe
Fulurer Pianning Buildings Thal Work "

When he is nol planning workable l ibraries lorthe futureor
renovaling hisloric buildings, Mr. Baier is oflen on the ski
slopes. A member of lhe National Ski Patrol Syslem, he
frequenlly skis at Jiminy Peak and is lamiliar wilh the Berk-
shires andwilh Williamslown We look forward to workino with
him on our own |brarv

Frlends' communlty quilt project progresslng
LaslIal l ,  theFriendsof theLibraryorganizedacommunilyquil tproiecl

to mark lhe library s 5oth anniversary at ils presenl localion, and the
response has been oveMhelming Patrons have crealed wonderful
squares lhal tell slories, depict scenes or represent their own personal
responseslolhe Williamslown Public Library. From all lhe work that has
been received so lar, it is clear thal our palrons have many dillerenl
reasons 1o love the library. The completed squares will be stitched to-
gelher in an album, orstory, quilt to hang overlhe lireplace in the library.

Those who have not yel linished their squares are asked to return
them as soon as possible so lhal we can begin the task of assembling
thequil t .OnApri l9,during National LibraryWeek,lhe Friendsare having
a lemonade social al 7:30 p m. lo hang the quil t  and celebrale the
lrbrary s golden anniversary at 762 Main St We wil l  be joined by the
Houseof Local Hislorywhich is planning a special exhibit in honorol lhe
lestivities.

l l  you have any queslions aboul the quil l ,  please callMari lyn Coll at
458-4653



Llbtary Llteracy
Program helps a
new c(l1zen

In January 1991, S., a maftied woman kom Taiwan,
requested hetp in speaking English. ArranOements wero
made to have hermeetwilh alocallulorallhewilliamstown
Public Library. Aiter a few months ol regular sessions: S
decided lo applylor U.S. citizenship and began sludying
American history and governmenl with hertulor.

Onthe appointed day in June, S.lraveled lo Boston lor
lhelesl  thalshe bolh looked lorward lo and dreaded. As nF^nr
ihe Les besan.the examiner {ired queslions at herwitn Hb(JPLb, Al IHE LIBRARY:
numbing rapidily Hedemandedthat she respondwilhout
hesitalion and S.lelt oveNhelmed by the conslant bar_
rage. In prolest, her mind shut down and she became
soeechless. The examinea then advised her lo make a
second attempt within six monlhs

In Seplember S. received a notice for a retest in mid-
october. lmmedialely, she and hertutor shiited into high
gearandbegan double sessionseveryweek She sludied
Coloniat history, the writing ol the Conslitution, the Billol
Righls, names ol congressmen, Supreme Courl iuslices;
memorized them all and sLudied some more.

S. returned lo Boslon on Oc|.16,1991 and faced the
same examiner. He barked questions al her, as belore
bullhis lime shedeliveredthe answersunhesilalingly He
smited as she beganto recjle the names olthe Supreme
Court iustices He interrupied her afler lhe sixlh name
and raised his hand in a viclory salule. S 's ears rang wilh
his proclamalion, "Good, very good."

In November S. was awarded her U.S cilizenship at
the swearing'in ceremony in Boston

The lileracy program thal helped S allain cilizenship
has been sponsored bylhe Williamstown Public Library
since 1990 and mz-e possibTe by a $4,000 gaanl ob-
tainedthrough Phil  Wickof the Wil l iamsCollege Financial
Aid Otfice Coordinalors Paula Murphy and Thomas
Cummings supervise lhe 13 teachers and 1l studenls
whoarecurenlly involved inthe program. Classes areall
on aone-lo-one basis and are held atthe library's lileracy
cenler, using the growing collection of print and audio-
visual malerial. Sludents in lhe program may want help
wilh English as a second language, l ike S., orlhey may
need help with basic reading/wriling skills. Anyone over
18 years old is el igible for the program which is kee ol
charge, and the library encourages inquiries lrom polen'
lial sludenls. The lutors include both adulls and college
students, allol whom volunteertheir time lo serve in the
program. They are lrained by Lileracy Volunteers ol
Ameriea, who are olfering a series of three classes on
[.4arch 7,14 and 21. Anyone who is interesled in becom-
ing involved in the lileracy program either as as studenl
or a teacher should callthe library at 458-5369.

Betty Rosse
"To read is knowledge," says library volunleer Betly

Bosse. Belly has been teaching and helping children l0
acquire a love olbooks and readingfor mostol her adull
lile. A gradualeol North Adams StaleCollege, herlirstiob
was teaching {irst and third grade al the Mark Hopkins
Training School. Her second'lob" was encouraging her
own children. Glenn and Diane, lo read.

From 19651o 1983 Belly laughl in the Wil l iamstown
elemenlary school concentraling on second- and third-
graders. When her husband Jim rel ired in'1983, the
Rosses moved south, spehding part of the year in Port
Orange, Fla. Belty had some unaccuslomed leisuretime
and decided to volunteer at lhe local library liguring that
"since I had always been associated with books and
child ren t hat I cou ld help there." Alter lh ree years ol sun-
shine, the Rosses decided lo move back home 1o Noflh
Adams. When Betty showed up al the Williamslown Li-
brary one day in 1987 and asked if '1hey needed any
help," children's librarian Jeannene Twardowski replied
'desDe@Ielvl'

Since thit day, Betly has been volunleering lwo morn-
ings a week year-round wilh only occasional breaks to
travel wilh her husband. She wofts at least four hours
each morning shelving books, sending oul overdue no-
tices, helping with the invenlory, updalino lhe card cala-
log, decorating the bulletin boards and, more recenlly,
workingonthecomputerlo help installlhe newaulomated
circulation system donated byihe Friends ol lhe Library.
Her leasl lavorjte task is repairing damaged books, and
the one she enjoys lhe mosl is manning the circulalion
desk where she gels lo inleract with the library's young-
est users and thek parenls. In recenl years, Befly has
seen a growing depe ndence o n audio-visuals ratherlhan
prinl media, and she is concerned thai television, l apes or
videos make reading books seem diflicull and ledious
to children. In herown family, she is doing what she can
to combat this lrend; her 4-112.year old granddaughler
Alicia hasjusl gotlen herl irst l ibrarycard.l l  s a realr i te 0f
passage in lhe Rosse famjly.

Volunl@l Betr,t Bosse (tiqht) helps Jeannefle Twatdowski move baaks.



News from the
Frlends of the Llbrary

Since the last newslener lhe new Chrislmas decora'
lions lor the library have been slored away, the well-
attended and greally appreciated Great Balancing Acl
Paneland Helen Hackeit Kelly s "OWorld..."presenlal ion
of EdnaSl.Vincent Mil lay's letters andpoems havelaken
place. Renate Kopynec provided delicious rekeshments
forthe Greal Balancing Act Panel, and Scott Avery gen-
erously donated his wondedul goodies lor Helen s pro-
gram.

Our lasl program before the summer willbe the Green
- Thumbs Panel on l\.4arch 19 al 7:30 p.m. The panelists'

varied backgrounds combine classic horlicu ltu ral educa-
tion with extensive hands'on experience. lrlary South-
erland, a represenlalive ol Agway, holds a bachelor's
degree in planl science lrom Cornell Universily and a
maslels degree in botanic garden management kom the
lJniversily ol Delaware As a sludent, she apprediced at
the world-renowned Kew Boyal Gardens in London and
al the Edinburgh Bolanic Garden in Scotland.

Panelist Ma.tha Storey will bring an interesting per-
spective as publisher and edjtor of gardening books ai
Storey Communications, while Libby Bartels, ol Bartels
and Devriese Associales Archlteclure & Landscape De-
sign, will speak on Iandscaping. Jim and Kate Annichia-
rico will share their expertise as the owners ol Mounl
Williams Greenhouses lnc. Barbara Barnen kom the
Wil l iamstown Garden Club has agreed lo be onlhe panel
as well as Sam and Elizabeth Smith,lhe owners ol Care-
taker Farm. We hope lo see you al l lhere.

The quill project is going wonderf ully. Please see Mari-
lyn Coll 's piece.

Thank you, lhank you for your continued support
It's importanl 1o remember that your conlribulions

supplementlhe library's budget, which has been reduced
this year atlhe requesl ol lhe town's Finance Committee
Thanks to you lhe library has: a new drum lor the copy
machine, new phones, a newslepladderand the stall has

House of Local History
pfesefves anq celeofares
our herltage
Ourtown is rich in history and steeped in tradi-

tion, and the House of Local Hislory seeks lo
preserve thal heritage.

The Board ol Direclors recenlly launched a
membership drive to help support this valuable
work. The House ol LocalHistory ollersthe public
a tascinaling selection ol objecls, pholos, docu-
ments hom the lown's distant oast lo the 20lh
century. Throughcataloging ol hislorical artitacts,
lopical ex hibil io n s, public leclures, researchassis-
lance, genealogical resource se&ice and consul-
lation il seeks lo oreserve lhal Dasl.

New and long-term residents -the House o[ Lo-
calHistorycan be of inlerest to you. Please consi-
derbecoming a member. Yourmodest yearlydues
wil l  preserve lhis impodanlorganization Fo.akee
brochure, please phone 458-2160 or send yourro-
quesl lo: Nancy Burstein

Curalor ol the House of Local Historv
Williamstown Public Library
762 [.4ain St.
Wil l iamstown, MA 01267

laken the tirst sleps loward installing a new aulomaled
circulalion syslem When the lrustees begin lhe cam,
paign lo raise tunds lor the expansion ol the iibrary, lhe
Friends wil lcontribute to i t .

Shortly, there will be a new plaque in the library com-
memoraling the founding members ol lhe Friends of the
Library. The Board also has set aside rnoneylo keepthe
libraryopen on weeke nds du ring the summerandlo prinl
new bookmarks wilh lhe summer hours. Speaking ol
summer, the Fillers have kindly agreed to run the book
sale again on Aug.13, 14 and 15. Please conlacl lhem at
458-5382 il you would be willjng 1o help now wilh pricing
and olher iobs.

Meg Dodds,
Ptesident ol the Friends

S Be a Frlend!

Address

Please tear off and return wlth your check to:

Friends of the Will iamstown Publlc Llbrary . 762 Main Skeet . Will iamstown, l.4A 01267
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n
n
n
!

lndivldual
Family
Suppofling
Sustaining
Benelaclor
Olher

$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 25.00
$ s0.00

$ 100.00 and up
City/State/Zip

Thank you, allour friends, old and new!



COMMUNITY CALENDAR

March 7,14, and 21: Litefacy Volunteersol America kainrng
Jorlutorc. Contactths liblary lor d€lails al458.5369.
March 19: G.eenThumbGardening Panel sponsorsd by the
F €nds. 730 p.m.
March 22: Exh ibit and pan el discussion on the history oi the
Williamslown school system devoloped and prosenled by
Deborar Bu'ns Ons oi la€ Hislotic Leclur€ Series spon_
sored by the Houss ot LocalHislory 3 p.m.
March 24: Wellness Wolks. Discussionol health_promolion
and sk'reductionprograms,includingintormationonh€a11h-
relaled malerials available atlhe library 7:30 p m-
Match 31: Library's Compuler Club. Evetyone is welcome.
7.30 p-m.
Aprlt5: H sloric Hous€ Restorali Judy and Dave Loomis
will d emonslrate tech niq u es lh€y Insd and usadwhils.e-

storing iheir 2oo'y€ar.old tarmhouse. Sponsorcd by lhe
Hous€ oi Local History- River B€nd Farm,3 p.m. Callthe
library fo. direclions il nsedod.
Aprll 9: Lsmonad€ Social and prcssntaiion ol lh€ album
quih cel€braling the library's golden anoiv€rsary al hs pr€-
senl localion. Sponsored by lhe Fiends. T:30 p.m.
Aprll23: LibEry's CompL,rter Club 7:30 p m.
May 17: The Great Fi.es. Hank Flyntwillshow movi€s ollhe
lires thal d€stroy€d th€ Kappa Alpha tiatemity hous€ al
Wrl l iamsCol lsgeandtheoriginal  Pin€Cobbl€School.Spon-
sored by the House of LocalHistory.3 p.m
May 26: Lrbrary's Compuler Club.7:30 p.m.
June 7: Annual Hous€ ol Local History op€n House and
Tea. Everyone is cordially invited locome and s€6lh€ lal€sl
exhLbit  3.4:30 p.m.

TOP SHELF tn" 
"o,uo 

o",, ,ecommends the torrowins serections rrom the libfary's list or n€w books:

. Neilher Here nor There: Travels In Europe, by Bill Bryson Sharp insights and hilarous accounts of Btyson's lrav€ls

. Trlalby Fte, by Harold Coy e A suspense novelabouta military coup in N.{exico, wilh diplomatic and po litical overton€s.

. Rtstng sun, by MichaetC chton. A th i l er about lhe intern atlonal e lectron ics induslry and lho J apanese 'lak€ovef ol lhe
Amencan 6conomV.

. Fodunale Llves, by Robb Foman Dow A novell€alurjng ihe rnother and teen_age son who appeared in Dswstkstbook,
Dale Loves Sophie to Death.

. Bequ tem: New Cottected Works, by Rob6d He inlein and Tribu les to lhe Grand Master. Yoji Kondon, ed itor. A collectlon
ollhe wo*s o1one oflhe more_popularconl€mporary sci€nceJiction writ€rs, and lhe sloryol his passion lorspaco
exploralion.

. Eig ht Slops to A Hea lthy Head, by Robed E. Kowalski The auiho. olJers a prog ram to reverse h eart d isease basod on
his own successl!loxperiences with chang ng his lileslyle.

. Klss. bv Ed [,4cBain. A novelotlhe 87lh Precinct

' Guardian Anqel, by Sara Parelsky. The s€venlh in a series teaturing popularprivate eye V.l wa6hawski
. Bygones, by Lavyrle Spencer The saga ot a conlempofary tamilv
. Unto The So ns, by Gay Talese An epic lale ol th € llalian emig ntion lhal occu fted early in lh s c€nlury.

Frlends of the wtlllamstown P(bllc Llbrary
762 Maln Str€et . Wllliamstown, MA 01267
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